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DO 770 UNITED METHODIST THEOLOGY 
Tuesday 1:00--2:50 P.M., Room M 202 
Spring 2001 
Dr. Larry Wood, Professor 
 
PURPOSE:   
1. To acquaint the student with some of the representative theological trends, movements, and 
theologians within United Methodism in more recent years; 
 
2. To encourage the student to see the relevance of theology for pastoral and denomination 
leadership in the United Methodist ; 
 
3. To equip the student with categories which are necessary for engaging in serious theological 
dialogue with peers and colleagues; 
 
4. To encourage the student to apply appropriate theological reflection in sermon preparation; 
 
5. To measure recent theological developments in the light of Wesley’s Standards Sermons, 
otes, and Articles of Religion; 
 
6. To  examine recent significant theological trends, movements, and theologians outside the  
 
7. United Methodist tradition insofar as they may have some bearing upon the task of the 
preacher; 
 
8. To inspire the student to enjoy the responsibility of thinking theologically.  What an awesome 
gift God has given humanity with the capacity to understand and to know each other and to 
know him!  Through the appropriation of categories (thought-forms), we are enabled to 
understand for ourselves the shared experiences of life in general and of our experiences of 
God in particular.   
 
COURSE DESCRIPTIO AD EXPECTATIO 
1. Class attendance is expected.  Unexcused absences may result in a grade reduction. 
 
2. Each student will read carefully all assigned readings. 
 
3. Class time will be spent largely in presenting different ideas, movements, and theologians 
which one would expect to encounter in the United Methodist ministry. 
 
4. Each student will serve on a panel that will lead a class discussion. 
 
5. Each student will write a summary of the following movements:  evangelical liberalism (2 
page), existentialist theology (2 pages), process theology (2 pages),  narrative theology (4 
pages), liturgical theology (3 page), Latin American liberation theology (2 pages), Afro-
American theology (2 pages), and Pentecostal\Charismatic theology (6 pages) , the 
  
Confessing Movement (2 pages), feminist theology (3 pages), History and Hermeneutics (4 
pages), Moltmann on social and ecological theology (4 pages), and the New Baptismal 




For a grade of "B" the student will (1) faithfully attend classes, (2) complete all the assigned 
readings, (3) participate in a panel discussion, and (4) compose the above essay assignments 
demonstrating excellent writings skills and critical thought. 
 
For a grade of "A" the student will complete the "B" assignments, plus write an eight page essay 
on John Fletcher, highlighting his influence in the rise and development of early British and 
American Methodist theology.  
 
REQUIRED READIGS : 
Thomas Langford, Practical Divinity (Nashville:  Abingdon Press, 1983), pp. 1-130. 
 Selected readings from various sources (on the library reserve shelf) 
  
WEEKLY CLASS SCHEDULE (Tuesday, 1:00--2:50 P.M.) 
 
Feb. 6 - Wesley and His Early Preachers  
Wood, The Rediscovery of John Fletcher (Preface and Chapters, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 
13) 
Thomas Langford, Practical Theology, pp. 11-77) 
 
Feb. 13 - The Americanization of Wesleyan Theology  
Langford, pp. 78-130. 
 
Feb. 13 - Postmodernism  
James Miller, “The Emerging Postmodern World,” Postmodern Theology, ed. Frederic B. 
Burnhan (New York:  Harper & Row, 1989), pp. 1-19. 
 
Feb. 20 - Existentialism (Class discussion led by Panel #1) 
Carl Michalson, Worldly Theology   
 
Feb. 20 - Evangelical Liberalism 
Albert Outler, “Our Theological Task” 
 
Feb  27  - Narrative Theology (Class discussion led by Panel #2) 
Stanley Hauerwas, A Community of Character 
 Paul Ricoeur, Essays in Biblical Interpretation  
 
Feb. 27 - The Liturgical Movement (Class discussion led by Panel #3) 
 Geoffrey Wainwright,  Doxology 
 
  
March 6 - The Confessing Movement  
James V. Heidinger II, United Methodist Renewal (Class discussion led by Panel #4) 
 
March 6 - Latin American Liberation Theology (Class discussion led by Panel #5) 
Jose Miguez Bonino, Doing Theology in a  Revolutionary Situation 
 
March 13 - Afro-American Theology (Class discussion led by Panel #6) 
James Cone, A Black Theology of Liberation 
 
March 13 - Feminist Theology (Class discussion led by Panel #7) 
Rosemary Ruether, Sexism and God-Talk  
Sandra M. Schneiders, "Does the bible Have a Postmodern Message," in      
Postmodern Theology, ed. Robert N. Bellah, et al. 
 
March 20, March 27 - Pentecostalism and the Charismatic Movement 
Wood, The Rediscovery of John Fletcher (Chapters 8, 9, 10) 
Harvey Cox, Fire from Heaven 
    
April 3- Process Theology  
John Cobb, God and The World 
 Wood, "Eternity and The Future of God" 
 
April 17, 24 - History and Hermeneutics  
Wood, "History and Hermeneutics--Modern and Postmodern"  (xerox copy) 
Pannenberg, "The Revelation of God in Jesus of Nazareth,” Theology as History, ed. John  
Cobb 
 
May 1 - A Social, Ecological Theology 
 Moltmann, The Spirit of Life  
 
May 8 - Recent Theological Developments in United Methodist Theology - The New  
Baptismal Liturgy 
Wood, The Rediscovery of John Fletcher, Chapters 14, 15 
